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= Mr. Dotzar’s Crrcuar. perhaps the most astounding discovery of a mure’s 
or — nest that we have ever heard of. 
in Last week we printed a communication from| Mr. Dollar refers to the need of bringing regis- 
Per: Mr. J. A. W. Dollar, which showed that that] tered practitioners under the control of the R.C.V.S. 
ntia gentleman, with many expressions of humility, had| He then quotes Section 4, sub-section 2, of the 
that entered upon a somewhat belated opposition to the}/new Act, which simply gives registered men the 
able new Act. Since then Mr. Dollar has favoured the | right to be called veterinary surgeons a right that 
ance profession with a circular, couched in terms any-|we all, untilrecently, supposed they possessed. We 

thing but humble, and accompanied by a stamped/quote Mr. Dollar’s comments, the italies—except 
bdo- post-card. It is possible that some unthinking| that preceding the not particularly courteous refer- 
“4 members, misled by Mr. Dollar’s wealth of extrava-|ence to the Solicitor— being our own. 
a. gant verbosity, have already answered his appeal} “So this Bill, drafted by all the intelligence of 
mon as he desires. Our advice to all others is—Put the} the Council and presumably a man of law, actually 
post-card in the fire. proposes to enfranchise the Registered Practitioner 
oe We cannot analyse this extraordinary manifesto |for ever; to relieve him of all responsibilities and 
ian in detail. We have explained and approved the|contributions ; to throw the e@gis of its recognition 
dant principle of the annual registration scheme so often} over him ; to permit him to advertise or do any other 
n the already, that it seems superfluous to dwell upon|wnprofessional act, to commit misdemeanours or 
ason- Mr. Dollar’s absurd ideas regarding this main point. | higher offences, and—to snap his fingers at us !” 
one There are minor points regarding which it would| The meaning of this is plain— that the Bill does 
a be easy to show the fallacy of his arguments ~ if it|not bring the registered men under our control. 
nina- were worth while. But the fact is that the circular} And, though the whole question of registered men 
so teems with mis-representations and exaggera-|is a very temporary one, we agree that this would 
otions tions, and affords such frequent evidence of the | be a serious charge—if there were the s!ightest truth 
Aegon writer's lack of knowledge of the subject, that it/in it. Mr. Dollar himself has provided every mem- 
horse scarcely deserves notice at all. ber with the means of refuting it absolutely. With 
pain? Mr. Dollar, a member of Council and an ex-|suicidal anxiety that everyone should compare the 
rether President of the profession, really knows less| Bill itself with his own erroneous version of it, be 
— about the Bill than does many an obscure practi-|has appended a copy of its clauses to his circular, 
ation tioner. He attended the last Council meeting—|and from that copy we quote Section 2, the italics 
nat is after a year’s absence—to oppose the Bill, evidently | again being our own. 
not knowing that it had already gone to the Privy| “From and after the commencement of this Act 
ifficult Council. Had he chosen to read the report of the| all persons duly registered as Existing Practitioners 
— October Council meeting he would have known—as | in accordance with Section 15 of the Principal Act, 
in ex- everyone taking more than a spasmodic interest in| and whose names are on the Register kept for that 
2 good the matter knows —that the Council then adopted | purpose shall be entitled to style themselves veteri- 
aid yet the Bill, and deputed a Special Committee to pre-|nary surgeons, and shall be subject to the jurisdiction 
to the sent it to the Privy Council without delay. of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons in all 
i-liguid Another instance of Mr. Dollar’s ignorance of the | respects and in like manner as if they were members 
re only § sayings and doings of his fellow Councilmen is his|of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons and 
ywever complaint that the Act does not amend a certain | shall be liable in like manner to have their names 
bserved point in the procedure of the Registration Com-| removed from the Register of Existing Practitioners 
—— mittee. Everyone knows—or ought to know—that | by the Council of the said College, and shall in like 
sie this Act is limited to subjects which could only be| manner be bound by any byelaws already made, and 
explora- dealt with by an Act, and that the reform of the|which may hereafter be duly made defining what 
mosis OF Registration Committee, with other equally import-| amounts to conduct disgraceful in a professional 
e “— ait matters, is being deliberately reserved for a| respect within the meaning of Section 6 of the Prin- 
after Charter which is designed to follow on the Act.| cipal Act.” 
7 Apparently Mr. Dollar rates his colleagues on the! Again the meaning is plain—that registered men 
e list of & Council—to say nothing of the work of the Council| are to be brought absolutely under our control. 
ve = r ~8so lightly as to take no cognisance of what is} But even Mr. Dollar, if he had read this section, 
apo done during his not unfrequent absences, but this is| could never have written the comments on the Act 
; of the & far from being the greatest of his sins of omission.} we have quoted above. Incredible as it seems, he 
he extra he next—and last— point we touch is one which|is opposing the Bill without even having read it 
'. Dollar calls “ perhaps the most astounding | through—and how can we argue with such a man ? 
0.V.8. ature of the Bill.” His interpretation of it forms!“ Language fails me to do justice to the occasion.” 
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declaims Mr. Dollar—still referring to the position 
of the registered practitioners. Language fails us, 
also, to do justice to Mr. Dollar's own position—we 
can only join in the laughter with which the pro- 
fession will greet its self-appointed champion against 
imaginary tyranny. 

After all, we are really glad that Mr. Dollar has 
produced this amazing manifesto, for it will enable 
the profession to estimate him at his true value. 
During all the months in which the annual registra- 
tion scheme was being considered by the Council 
and discussed by every veterinary society in the 
kingdom, Mr. Dollar was silent. Apparently he 
took no interest in the matter, and he certainly knew 
so little of it that a month ago he was unaware that 
the Bill had gone before the Privy Council. Now, 
at the eleventh hour, he rushes forward to darken 
counsel by words without knowledge, to censure 
colleagues whose work he might have shared and 
has not even followed, and to instruct the profession 
in the meaning of a Bill which he has actually never 
read. By a special interposition of Providence, he 
has been impelled to reveal that last little fact; and 
as far as Mr. Dollar’s influence within the profession 
is concerned, he at once becomes a quite harmless 
person. Whatever his future contributions to our 
entertainment may be, we may rest assured that 
they will be innocuous. Mr. Dollar possesses some 
commendable personal qualities, and some accom- 
plishments not very common in our profession; and 
these attributes may incline us to regard his vagaries 
with a certain amount of indulgence. But it is 
really impossible to take him seriously as a poli- 
tician. 


A CASE OF MALFORMATION. 


Malformation is usually of such a character as 
either to render the life of the foetus impossible 
after birth, or to cause the owner either from 
humane or commercial reasons to destroy the abnor- 
mal creature. One does not, as a rule, reckon on 
the possibility of such a condition being the cause 
of disease in theadult. As illustrating the fact that 
such a possibility may occur the following case 
seems worth recording. 

The subject was a two-year-old half-bred colt 
about 15 h.h., to which I was called a few days 
after arriving in the Dominion in the middle of 
February, 1907. The owner was of opinion that the 
colt was suffering from staggers, as he was running 
on grass upon which there was a liberal deposit of 
ergot—staggers being one of a host of diseases of 
which ergot has here the credit of being the cause. 
Two mares with foals in the same paddock did show 
typical symptoms of staggers, which disappeared 
after their removal to fresh pasture. 

The history was to the effect that the colt had 
been noticed peculiar in his gait and looking duller 
for two or three weeks before that. Previous to 
that nothing had been seen amiss withhim. There 
was no knowledge of accident. No treatment had 


Symptoms.—When standing, the only abnor- 
mality that could be detected was a backward bend- 
ing of the knee joints, most marked in the left, a 
condition that I was told appeared with the other 
symptoms. When moving the colt showed partial 
paralysis of the left side. In extension the left fore 
limb was held stiffly and rather abducted until in 
line with the right limb, when it seemed to be swung 
forward as if all the structures were loose and inco- 
ordinated, especially from the knee downwards. 
The limb from its extreme point of extension was 
then slightly retracted and came to the ground 
rather forcibly. At this stage there was scarcely 
any dragging of the toe unless the colt was excited 
and hurried, when he dragged it occasionally. The 
left hind limb in the act of progression was first 
markedly adducted, nearly always brushing the inner 
aspect of the right fetlock, and before being placed 
on the ground it was again visibly abducted. The 
action gave to the hind quarters a very marked 
swaying movement. The want of power over the 
movement of the hind limb was never so marked as 
in the fore limb. The colt fed well, and his condi- 
tion at this time was good. He certainly looked 
duller than one would have expected a colt of his 
breeding to be. 

On getting him into a box his temperature was 
found to be normal. Pulse and respirations were 
considerably accelerated, due to excitement, as he 
was practically unhandled before. It was noticeable 
at this time that on turning sharply in the box he 
either threw himself or retained bis feet with diffi- 
culty. There was no indication of injury, and no 
muscular atrophy could be detected. 

Diagnosis unformed. I told the owner that he 
certainly exhibited very peculiar symptoms for stag- 
gers, but that I would treat him. 

Treatment consisted in keeping him in the loose 
box and feeding on fresh young grass. A physie 
ball containing six drachms aloes was administered 
This failed to have any appreciable action, and on 
the morning of the third day after, a second ball 
containing eight drachms aloes was administered. 
This operated satisfactorily. After this he seemed 
to look a little more lively, and on having him walk- 
ed on a grass plot he seemed to move, if anything, 
better, especially in the hind limb which now show- 
ed little, if any abnormality. There seemed little 
improvement in the fore limb. He was then turned 
into a small paddock near the homestead and given 
thrice daily for four days one of the following 
balls :— 

R Puly. Ammon. Carb. 
Pulv. Pot. Iod. 
Pulv. Nux. Vom. 
Pulv. Zingib. Rad. aa. 3i. 
Pulv. Gentian Rad. 3ii. 
Theriaca q.s. 

His condition at the end of a week was unchab- 
ged, the fore limb now being the only one ar 
ably affected. I told the owner that I felt sure tha 
the colt must have had an accident, but as I 
unable to locate the injury he must just trust 104 
natural recovery. He was therefore placed i 4 
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dock adjoined the College land, and I took frequent 
opportunities of seeing him and noting his condi. 
tion. The symptoms in the hind limb gradually re- 
appeared, while the condition of the fore limb be- 
came worse with a pronounced dragging of the 
toe. By and by the adducting of the hind limb be- 
came less marked and the wound formed by brush- 
ing on the right fetlock healed. The limb was now 
always somewhat abducted, and especially as the 
first step was spasmodically snatched from the 
ground with the typical action of stringhalt. He 
gradually became. disinclined to move except to 
graze, and when excited usually turned turtle. He 
lost condition although on fairly good pasture, and 
as he seemed to be getting steadily worse the owner 
handed him over for the benefit of the College Dis- 
section Room. Here the colt was cast and chloro- 
formed, and bled from the carotid artery, after a 
careful and uneventful examination of the exterior 
of the cranium on October Ist. 

Autopsy.—The internal organs, both abdominal 
and thoracic, were found normal: there were a few 
bots in the stomach. The brain on removal from 
the cranium was also found normal. On the limbs 
being removed preparatory to dissecting out the 
spinal cord, it was noticed that the first rib—or the 
greater part of it—on the left side was wanting, 
heing represented by.a small piece of bone at each 
end joined together by a fibrous cord to which the 
intercostal and scalenus muscles were attached. 
The upper piece articulated only with the first 
thoracie vertebra and showed a considerable range 
of free movement. On the spinal cord being dis- 
sected out it was found that a considerable amount 
of inflammatory exudate had formed inside the 
vertebral canal at the roots of the brachial plexus, 
especially well marked at the 8th cervical and 1st 
and 2nd thoracic spinal nerve roots. 

The condition seemed to have been caused by 
pressure of this on the motor tracts of the left side. 
No microscopic examination was made for degener- 
ation of nerve tracts. The subscapular structures 
Were considerably mutilated in removing the limb 
hefore the abnormality of the rib was seen, and 
consequently the brachial plexus could not be 
carefully examined. It seems clear, however, that 
the want of the normal rigid support in the first 
rb was the ultimate cause of the trouble. The 
question that sort of involuntarily arises in one’s 
ind is—Why so long before the condition ap- 
heared ? It seems to me that a fall or getting bogged 
n'a springhole, of which there was a number in the 
paddock, may have started the condition, and once 
Started it gradually became worse. 


Avex. Taytor, M.A., M.R.C.V.S. 


Canterbury Agric. College, 
Lincoln, N.Z. 


(We were unfortunately unable to obtain a satisfactory 


A COLIC CASE. 


Having read several articles on “ Colic” recently 
in your journal, and as some of the contributors 
remarks were confined a good deal to stomach 
troubles, I thought an account of the following 
case would perhaps be of interest. 

The subject was a grey mare, showing abdomin- 
al pain, with the history that she had been a short 
journey into the country, and when there had been 
given a good feed of corn, probably pure oats. 

She was tympanitic and sweated slightly, was 
continually stretching herself out as though to stale, 
but further, at intervals, she would strain and pass 
a little flatus ; there was also an eructation of gases 
from the mouth, and it was quite possible to see the 
gases passing up the cesophagus in the same 
manner as food passing up a cow’s when chewing 
her cud. Occasionally a little food was forced into 
the mouth and swallowed again. 

She showed little inclination to lie down, and 
when she did it was only for a very short time. 
Examination per rectum showed the intestines to 
be distended with gases, and caused her to strain 
violently. 

A dose of physic was given, followed by a draught 
of chloral hydrate and chloroform, a hot compress 
was applied to the abdomen. She recovered in 
about three hours. 

Wa. L Lirrte, M.R.C.V.S. 

Great Yarmouth. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Prepupic Cystotromy IN A Bircnr. 


Prof. Udriski, of Bucharest, records the successful 
removal of a calculus from the bladder of a five- 
year-old bull-terrier bitch, by prepubic cystotomy. 
The symptoms, which, after being temporarily 
relieved by administration of lithium salicylate and 
Vichy water, had returned with increased violence, 
were the usual—over-restlessnes, constant attempts 
to micturate, the frequent presence of blood in the 
urine towards the end of urination, and loss of 
appetite. Exploration established the presence of 
a calculus of uncertain size, and operation was 
decided upon. 

Under general anesthesia, an incision was made 
along the median line of the abdomen, commenc- 
ing rather less than inch in front of the pubis, and 
extending forward a little more than an inch and a 
half. The abdominal walls being cut through, a 
small incision was made in the peritoneum, a 
director introduced, and the peritoneum slit up, ex- 


posing the viscera. 


The bladder was found very inflamed, its walls 
being much thickened, and the superficial vessels 


"production from the photographs sent us with this note.| | varicose. The calculus had become displaced, and 


1 


could not at first be felt; but was eventually found 


in the neck of the bladder. 
The bladder was raised toward the abdominal 


wound, and incised longitudinally, causing rathey 
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considerable hemorrhage. The calculus was dis- 
lodged by manipulating the neck of the bladder, and 


brought out through the wound. 

The bladder, after being washed out with warm 
solution of boric acid (4 per cent.), and explored to 
make sure that no other calculi were present, was 
then sutured with No.1 catgut. Two layers of 
sutures were applied’; the first through the mucous 
membrane, and the second through the muscular 
and serous coats. 

Four layers of sutures were applied to the abdom- 
inal wall, peritoneum, muscle, aponeurosis, and skin 
being sutured successively. The skin sutures were 
of silk, the others of catgut. 

The operation lasted half-an-hour. Recovery 
was uneventful and complete. The skin sutures 
were removed at the end of ten days, the wounds 
having healed by first intention. 

The calculus was oval in shape, and its surface, 
which was covered with blood, was very rough. 

1t weighed 14 grammes, was about 1 1/8 inch long, 
and about 7/8 inch in diameter at the middle.— 
Arhiva Veterinard. 

W.R. C. 


{The author considers this operation rare in 
veterinary surgery, but I think it is more frequently 
performed in this country than existing records 
would indicate. The method of suturing adopted 
here is peculiar, and I wish the author had described 
it in more detail. To suture the mucous membrane 
is contrary to English ideas.—Transl.| 


Ram witH THREE Horns. 


Veterinary Surgeon Mord, of Rastenburg, sup- 
plies the photograph reproduced here of a ram with 
three horns. 

No further deseription is necessary.—Ex. Ber- 


A LiInIMENT. 


The following liniment is recommended for 
strains, bruises, swollen joints, and so forth :— 
Aconitine crystal, grm.1, Sulphuric ether, grm. 100, 
Turpentine, grm. 1100. The Aconitine is dissolved 
in the ether and shaken up with the turpentine.— 
Bull. Vet. 

F. E. P. 


WEST OF SCOTLAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A meeting was held in the Religious Institution 
Rooms, 200 Buchanan Street, on Wednesday, January 
8th, at4 p.m. The following members were present : 
Messrs. James Weir, President; John R. McCall, J. 
Smith, Jas. Macfarlane, of Glasgow ; Hugh Begg, East 
Kilbride ; John Allon, Maybole ; McIntyre, Greenock; 
Donaldson, Largs; Brown, Kilwinning; Macfarlane, 
Doune ; Robertson, Kirkintolloch. Several apologies 
for absence were read. 

Owing to the Horse-shoers’ Strike several of the 
regular attenders from Glasgowand District were unable 
to be present. 

Th2 minutes of last meeting were read and con- 
firmed. 

The election of oftice-bearers for the ensuing year fell 
to be made at this meeting and the following nominees 
were elected unanimously. 

President.—Hueu Berea, East Kilbride. 

Vice-Presidents. — JAMES Dovuatas, Kilmarnock: 
James Wetr, Glasgow ; D. Taytor, Cathkin. 

Hon. Sec. and Treas.—Jas. MACFARLANE, 75 West 
Nile Street, Glasgow. 

Mr. MACFARLANE saidthat at the May meeting the 
attendance was unusually small and it was thought a 
practical demonstration in surgery might help to bring 
out the members. 

Mr. Wetr said the suggestion was a good one, and it 
was ultimately left to the Secretary to arrange the 
matter if possible. 

The Secretary was asked to send a letter of condolence 
to the relatives of Mr. Arch. McNicol, Glasgow. 


“THe ACCOMPLISHMENT OF A PURE MILK 
By R. G. Anperson, M.R.C.V.S., Cupar, Fife. 


[The paper was was read before the Society at their 
May meeting, and appeared in The Veterinary Recor 
of June 29, 1907.] 

Discussion. 


The discussion was to have been opened by Mr. D. 
Hamilton, but owing to his unavoidable absence Mr. 
Begg consented to doso. 

Mr. Hucu Bece at the outset praised Mr. Anderson 
for the able way in which he handled the subject. Mr. 
Begg contended that tuberculosis was as deadly as other 
diseases they heard more about. They must grapple 
with its elimination at its source. His chief fear when 
recovering from an attack of typhoid fever was that be 
would become consumptive owing to the large quantities 
of milk he drank from a herd which he had not specially 
tested with tuberculin. He advocated regular exalr 
nation of all dairy herds by trained veterinary surgecn™ 
They could scarcely blame county councils being /Uk“ 
warm, as they had not sufficient powers, and the move: 
ment is not general. Some progressive counties ree 
moving in the matter, but it seemed to him that 4 hi i 
hearted way of carrying on the work was only touc - 
a fringe of the problem. They knew the members. 


liner Thierarztliche Woch. 
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the profession were the only ones qualified to examine 
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dairy herds and recognise the presence of disease. They 
would require to do their best to awaken laymen in 
authority to a sense of their responsibities, and to see 
that they would make proper appointments. The medi- 
cal officer of health seemed at present to be the busy 
bee in the matter. Tuberculosis claimed more victims 
than pleuro-pneumonia had ever dene. Tuberculosis 
was slow and erratic in progress, but it claimed more 
victims than other diseases, which, if he mentioned their 
names would make most people go mad. It should be 
scheduled under the Infections Diseases of Animals 
Act. The eradication of tuberculosis would cost a great 
amount of money, but it would be well spent. It seemed 
to him that most people were waiting for some one to 
give them something in a bottle which would effect the 
inagic cure. 

Mr. MAcFARLANE, Doune, said the state of many 
cattle supplying milk to the community was a disgrace. 
The examination was overlooked both as to cleanliness 
of the byre and the health of the cow. There was plenty 
of sound milk coming from cows which would not 
stand the tuberculin test. The cows they wished 
eliminated were those suffering from affected udders 
and those visibly diseased. Cattle which were kept 
out all the year, practically were free from the disease. 

Mr. Brown spoke of the steps the Glasgow Corpora- 
tion were taking in regard to herds supplying milk to 
Glasgow from his district. He advocated a definite 
system amongst veterinary surgeons in taking up in- 
spectorships, so that they might get adequate remunera- 
tion for their services. The elimination of tuberculous 
cows is a big subject, and he thought it should be dealt 
with by the State as it was for the benefit of the nation. 
If the loss was to come solely on the farmers many of 
them would be ruined. 

The CHAIRMAN said he thought Glasgow’s action of 
sending inspectors to the various dairies throughout the 
country supplying them with milk was to stimulate the 
county authorities to take action. A pure milk supply 
was a great thing to be desiderated but this question of 
trying to conserve the lives of the public was a national 
one, therefore the question ought to be made a national 
one and the public rated the same way as they were for 
rinderpest and pleuro-pneumonia. They had a splendid 
test in tuberculin, and the getting rid of tuberculosis 
Was not a very big question provided the sanitary sur- 
roundings of the byre were kept up to the mark. A 
great many cases of tuberculosis were due to the housing 
of the animals. They had spent money far more fool- 
ishly than in trying to get rid of this desperate disease. 
It was‘one of the most harrying diseases ,that conld get 
into a family, and it wasa preventible disease. Why 
should the country not rise as one man and declare that 
all possible means must be taken to eradicate it. It can 
be got rid of by the aid of the veterinary surgeon, the 
medical man, and the honest farmer, but every one 
would have to pay for it. 

Mr. P. McInryre spoke as to the difficulty the coun- 
tty practitioner had in diagnosing the presence of the 
baci lus in milk, as thé authorities demand, to make 
diagnosis certain, that a guinea pig be inoculated and 
give reaction before they will take steps to have the 
i removed or destroyed that is giving infected 


Mr. Rosertson, Kirkintilloch, said that the way they 
ad at present of dealing with the disease was too hap- 
~ he supported what Mr. Begg and Mr. Weir had 


J. R. McCatt said that he had lately been in- 
Ited to a meeting held by the Glasgow Philosophical 
ted the on this same subject, where it had been sca 

I that all milk cows be eee once a year. Hehad 
Minted out that this would be a poor safeguard and 


of the udder that was a step in the right direction, and 
about as far as they could reach in the present state of 
legislation. He would object to town people having to 
pay for the upkeep of inspectors easier all over the 
country. He believed in local authorities managing 
their own affairs and giving their properly qualified in- 
spectors fair remuneration. 

Mr. Smiru, Merklands Wharf, Glasgow, also spoke, 
and pointed out that the Local Government Board had 
the supervision of health matters. 

Mr. ANDERSON, in reply, said they wondered what 
became of the condemned cows, but beyond that they 
should be interested in what sort of cows replaced them. 
If they were going to do anything with it they must get 
to the root of the matter. 


ANNUAL DINNER. 


The annual dinner was afterwards held in Daniel 
Brown’s Ltd., St. Vincent Street. 1n addition to those 
mentioned as present at the meeting, the diners included 
Principal McCall, Messrs. Renfrew, Roy, Weir, Junr., 
D. McLeod, of Glasgow. There were numerous friends 
present, including Dr. Tant, Mr. Hunter (of Messrs. 
J. and P. Cameron), Mr. Watson, Jun., (of Messrs. 
Wordie and Co.), Mr. Watson, Supt. 8.P.C.A. The 
dinner was well served and thoroughly enjoyed. Songs 
were ably rendered by Messrs. Philip, Begg, McCall, 
Roy, Hunter ; Principal McCall, by special request, san 
“ Prince Charlie.” There was a short toast list whic 
was splendidly carried through, and the company dis- 
persed at 10 o'clock after singing “Auld Lang Syne,” 
and all voted the evening’s entertainment most 
enjoyable. 


THE Propos—eEpD ANNUAL REGISTRATION 
SCHEME OF THE R.C.V.S. AND WHAT 
IT MEANS TO THE PROFESSION. 


Sir, 

Under the Bill now lying at the Privy Council 
Office you will be liable to pay a registration fee 
of one guinea per annum. ‘The Royal College 
will send you one notice, which may be on a post 
card or in a half-penny stamped, unsealed enve- 
lope, and if that notice does not reach you, or if, 
by inadvertence, you fail to pay your guinea 
before the 30th January in any year you must be 
struck off the Rolls. 

I say must advisedly, because the Council has 
deliberately divested itself of the smallest power 
of showing mercy. The wording of the Bill is 
peremptory. “Any member . . . whoshall not 
have paid such annual fee for the time being 
within the time limited for the purpose” (viz. 
before the 30th January) “shall cease to be on 
the Register of Veterinary Surgeons and shall be 
liable to the penalties and be under the dis- 
abilities declared in and by section 4 of this Act.” 
That is, you cannot recover any fee for acting as 
a veterinary surgeon, you cannot give professional 
evidence in a court of law and you must not 
call yourself a veterinary surgeon or act as a 
veterinary surgeon for fee or reward under a 
penalty of twenty pounds. In a word your 
means of livelihood are completely taken away, 
and if you attempt to use them you may be fined 


‘tat they should be inspected every three months at 
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All these penalties may follow a simple act 
of inadvertence on your part. If the Council’s 
notice is lost in the post (as it may well be, for 
it need not be registered), if you are incapaci- 
tated by illness or family affliction, if your letter 
is delayed in transmission and arrives too late, 
if the Council does not like your credit and 
refuses your cheque, demanding cash instead, or 
if your cheque is not in order and payment is 
delayed, you must under this Bill be struck off the 
Rolls. 

Such being the case and the Council having 
adopted such drastic, not to say brutal methods 
to ensure your punishment if you fail to pay 
on the day and hour, let us see what follows? 

To explain this it is necessary to point out that 
the present Bill has, by implication at least if 
not directly, altered the definition of the Regis- 
ter. “ The Register” is now a printed book. 
Sec. 3 subsection 1 says, inter alia “ The Regis- 
trar shall cause the names of the members who 
have paid the fee of one guinea to be printed in 
the Register,” and it is evidently “ The Register” 
that is meant and not merely copies of it, be- 
cause two lines lower down it says “a copy of 
such Register to be posted to each member,” 
etc., and this is also in accordance with the 
definitions in section 3 subsections 1 and 2 of the 
Act of 1881. The Register is therefore a printed 
book, copies of which are to be produced an- 
nually and distributed to Members. 

Now it almost passes belief, but it is never- 
theless a fact that, although the Council is pre- 
pared to inflict on members this degrading 
punishment of being struck off the Rolls for 
failing to pay a guinea it has provided no means 
whatever for rehabilitation. That is to say, if 
under this Bill your name is once struck off the 
Rolls you have no means whatever for compelling 
the Council to restore it. 

You now see that having once overlooked the 
due date of payment you must be struck off the 
Rolls, that there is no means of restoring your 
name to the Register except a special petition 
to the Council; that the Council sits, as a rule, 
only once in three months, that supposing it 
favourably to receive your application it can do 
nothing, for it cannot very well print a new 
Register and “The Register” is now the printed 
Register; that as, under Sec. 4, subsection 2, you 
are not on the Register, therefore you are liable 
to a fine of £20 for every occasion on which you 
act as a Veterinary Surgeon for fee and that 
your position cannot be legalised before the 
printing of the new Register, possibly one year. 
During all that time you are without professional 
rights and liable toa £ 20 fine every time you act 
as a veterinary surgeon. 

But the last point is the worst, for, if the 
Council should decide to refuse your petition, 
you may be kept off the Register for good, it being 
exceedingly doubtful whether the appeal to the 


of the Act of 1881 applies to persons removed 
under the proposed Bill. 

If you are a public veterinary officer of any 
kind your engagement automatically terminates, 
so that, from the chief veterinary officer of the 
Board of Agriculture and the chief veterinary 
surgeon to the Army down to the humblest veter- 
inary inspector, every official who missed his 
payment might be dismissed and, under any cir- 
cumstances would practise veterinary surgery at 
his peril. 

These are the new conditions the Council is 
seeking to impose on the profession. If enforced 
they will cause great hardship in addition to 
producing a dangerous spirit and a dangerous 
number of desperate men. The profession already 
suffers sufficiently from quacks. Euforce this Bill 
and they will multiply a hundredfold. Some 
men witha quack “ veterinary chemist” busi- 
ness would rather welcome the change, and 
many others who at present are respectable 
practitioners and good colleagues would be 
driven to join their ranks. Had the Council 
been content to recover the subscription as an 
ordinary civil debt in the form of “ agreed and 
liquidated damages”’ little would have been 
lost and the process of recovery would have been 
easy ; for no defence is possible and judgment 
can be given atonce. But if, to recover a guinea, 
a man is first outlawed and then prosecuted for 
being an outlaw, not only will relations be em- 
bittered but such a feeling aroused that no res- 
pectable practitioner wili be found to give evi- 
dence against those who practise, though “ofl 
the Rolls.” It will be a fine business for the 
Solicitor, this gathering of evidence and getting 
up of cases against those who are “off the 
Rolls,” but will the proceeds pay the law costs? 
And what magistrate, who isin possession of the 
facts, will inflict more than a nominal penalty‘ 
The Council will benefit little, but it will deeply 
injure many who have elected it and look to it 
for protection. Moral wounds will remain, and 
the most upright and honourable will be deepest 
wounded. Who would voluntarily expose him- 
self to the chance of being described as having 
been “struck off the Rolls” and herded indis- 
criminately with the scum and outcasts of the 
profession. On the other hand, if the Bili passes, 
what punishment will it be for a real offender to 
be struck off? He will find himself in the best 
of company. 

Now the dangers are pointed out | have 2° 
doubt a host of apologists will rush forward t 
prove that the Council will show mercy. That, 
however, is a very dangerous argument, because 
the Council having put aside mercy in drafting 
the Bill, can only exercise it by violating its 0W® 
creation. And if it thought so little of me 
beforehand and is so ready to set at naught ° 
own law, even before Parliament has sanction 
it, surely the Council is no very fit body either to 


Privy Council, mentioned in sec. 8 sub-sect. 2 


dispense mercy or administer justice. 
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The last and perhaps the most astounding 


feature of the Lill remains to be noticed. 


Although, apparently, the Council is glad to 


The| have the profession’s support in pressing forward 


chief justification advanced by the promoters for | this extraordinary Bill, it has, in reality so little 


anew Act was the need of bringing Registered 
Practitioners under the control of the R.C.V.S. 

And this is how the Bill proposes to do it: 
Section 4, sub-section 2 says “If after the com- 
mencement of this Act any person other than a 
er who has been registered as an 
existing practitioner under Section 15 of the 
Principal Act takes or uses the title of veteri- 
nary surgeon ... . shall be liable to a fine not 
exceeding twenty pounds,” 

So this Bill, drafted by all the intelligence of 
the Council and presumably a man of law, ac- 
tually proposes to enfranchise the Registered 
Practitioner for ever; to relieve him of all res- 
ponsibilities and contributions; to throw the 
wgis of its recognition over him ; to permit him 
to advertise or do any other unprofessional act, 
tocommit misdemeanours or higher offences and 
—to snap his fingers at us! 

Language fails me to do justice to the occa- 
sion. But then it seems also to have failed the 
Council. 

The truth is that the Council has shown much 
too great haste to acquire these tremendous 
powers, and the profession has been misled into 
giving it anauthority whose far-reaching conse- 
quences neither the profession nor the Council 
has ever grasped. Even supposing 1234 members 
to have approved the general principle of a 
registration fee they did not approve such exag- 
gerated punishment, and there is reason to be- 
lieve that many imagined the fee would only 
apply to new members. 

On the other side is a compact body of 376 
who are wholly opposed to a registration fee, 
and who ask that the implied contract made 
when they entered the profession, viz., that, 
given good conduct, they should be free to prac- 
tise their profession without molestation or hind- 
rance, should be respected. That is a reasonable 
and a not unfair contention. 

But a great factor has been overlooked. 1720 
Members of the College have givcn no reply 
and, so far as they are concerned, the subject is 
still sub judice. ‘These members form by far the 
majority of the profession. It is to obtain their 
opinion that I issue. this appeal, and I hope I 
shall not appeal in vain. If members neglect 
this opportunity of recording their votes they 
need not hereafter complain of the ills they suffer. 

No sufficient explanation has ever been given 
of how the large sum of £3,000 per annum is to 

¢ expended, and if the Parliamentary campaign 
Which is suggested is no better conducted than 
that now under criticism I see few reasons to 
anticipate any great results. More liberal fees to 
‘xaminers do not call for £3,000 per annum, and 
hope the suggested payment of members of 
uncil and of subsidies to decaying teaching 
schools (of which we have too many) is not to 


faith in that body that it utterly negatived 
Professor Williams’ proposition to make the fee 
asum “not exceeding one guinea,” because the 
profession would then have had a yearly oppor- 
tunity of revising the sum in accordance with 
requirements. .As one eminent promoter of the 
Bill assured me, with a fine show of indignation, 
some members were so lost to all sense of shame 
that they might one year make the contribution 
5s.! My own idea and my reply was, that if the 
profession could be trusted to assume this new 
burden they could be trusted to carry it; if they 
saw their money wisely spent they might vote 
more ; if it was wasted they would be foolish 
to do so and, ina word, that yearly control by 
the profession was not only wise but essential. 
My last complaint against the promoters of 
this Bill is, that they have failed to grasp the 
opportunity afforded by the Bill of removing 
from the Registration Committee the reproach 
that it acts both as prosecutor and judge, and 
that any one of its members can initiate a prose- 
cution in which his colleagues will act the part 
of jury. 

For these reasons I have opposed the Bill before 
the Privy Council and wish to afford the profes- 
sion a further opportunity of recording its judg- 
ment. 

I have no doubt I shal] be accused of disloyalty 
to the Council and I have to admit that for 
purely private and domestic reasons I was absent 
from Council for a year prior to Jan. roth. For 
that absence I apologise to the profession which 
elected me. But to suppose that some perverted 
sense of “loyalty” to the Council should pre- 
vent my opposing it in what I consider the most 
drastic and ill-judged action it has ever under- 
taken is to me absurd and unworthy of consider- 
ation. I was elected by the profession and am 
responsible to the profession. I oppose this Bill 
because I believe it will do great harm and 
inflict great injustice. 

The Council has done its best--and its worst. 
When I attended at Red Lion Square to oppose 
the Bill it had already gone to the Privy Coun- 
cil, although I could find no indication in the 
minutes supplied me that such was the case. 
Nothing could therefore be done in Council and 
I found no indication among individual sup- 
porters of the Bill of the slightest spirit of com- 
promise. A direct appeal to the Privy Council 
and to the profession was the only course left. 
If the Bill is approved as the Council has pro- 
duced it nothing more remains to be said: I have 
misjudged the Bill and the profession. But if 
my criticisms have drawn attention to a great 
danger and lead to the modification or with- 
drawai of the Bill then I trust I shall hear no 
more of this talk of “loyalty to the Council” 
which to me seems disloyalty to the profession. 


done at the expense of the practitioner. 
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card with a few plain questions. If you dis- 
approve this Bill and wish to make your influ- 
ence felt while there is yet time will you kindly 
record your answers “ yes” or “no” promptly 
and forward the card to me? 


Yours faithfully, 
JNO. A. W. DOLLAR. 


56 New Bond Street, 
London, W. 


January 31st, 1908. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


In the House of Commons, Wednesday, Feb. 5. 


Foot-AND-MoutH OUTBREAK 
IN SCOTLAND. 


The Earl of ONsLow asked the President of the Board 
of Agriculture whether there was any truth in the rumour 
that foot-and-mouth disease had broken out among a 
herd of cattle north of the Tweed. 

Ear Carrincton : There is truth in the report. A 
telegram was received late late last night from Prof. 
Dewar, F.R.C.V.S., Edinburgh, reporting suspected 
foot-and-mouth disease in a large herd of dairy cows at 
Gorgie, Midlothian. Veterinary-Inspector Smith, Glas- 
gow, was instructed to visit, and he reports by telegram: 
“ Kighty-one cows Out of 111, property of John Robert- 
son, Elvan Bank, Gorgie, are affected with foot-and- 
mouth disease. Lesions well marked in mouth, feet, 
and udder.” The chief veterinary officer considers that 
the existence of the disease must be regarded as estab- 
lished, but in view of the importance of the matter he 


is preceeding himself to Edinburgh to-night and will 
advise as to further procedure. 

In the meantime, orders are beiug prepared, and will 
be issued this afternoon, confirming the existence of 
disease, and prohibiting absolutely the movement of 
animals in the district surrounding Edinburgh to the 
south of the Firth of Forth, pending full inquiry. A 
staff of veterinary inspectors has been dispatched to 
Edinburgh to search out any other possible centres 
of disease, and assistance has been dispatched to Mr. 
Douglas, our general inspector in Scotland, who will 
conduct the the further inquiries and report at once. 
I hope the House will believe that every possible step 
-_ been taken to stop the spread of this horrible 

isease. 


Diseases: of Animals:?in Suffolk. 


The quarterly meeting of the Executive Committee 
for East and West Suffolk, under the Diseases of Ani- 
mals Act, 1894, was held on Tuesday afternoon, 21st uit. 
at the County Hall, Ipswich, Mr. O. D. Johnson, pre- 


sided. 
Tue GLANDERS OR FarRcy ORDER. 


The Chairman gave some rather interesting particu- 
lars with regard to this Order, which have already been 
advertised, it was understood, or in some way brought 
to the knowledge ct those interested. He pointed 
out, in the first place that the disease described as 
“farcy” in the Order differs altogether from another 
and much milder disease that is commonly known by 
the like name, and said that this was a distinction upon 
which owners of horses should be under no misunder- 
standing. An outbreak of the milder disease generally 
curable by a dose of physic and a few days rest, did not 
bring them under the provisions of the Order. To take 


up another point, there was imposed upon the authority 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 19083. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- Glanders Rabies. 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases Sheep] swine Fev 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. [| Scab. 
Out-| Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out-{ Out- | Slauce- 
breaks} mals. fret mals. mals. Dogs. | Other peak breaks. | tered 
Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended | 28 30] 1346] 93 | 136 
1967... 17 | 20 16 70 31 27 188 
Corresponding week in 1906 .. 14 15 17 37 29 23 82 
905 | 54 11 8 
Total for 5 weeks, 1908 ; | 132 | 195 | 82 241 291 155 ~—s 672 
1907 .. | 88 | lt 96 220 176| 174 795 
Corresponding period in ; 1906 .. | 84 110 127 = 223 125 96 302 
1905 .. | 102 175 119-257 257 58 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Feb. 4, 1£08. 
IRELAND. Week ended Jan 25] .. | _.. | 
1907 10 138 
Corresponding Week in 1906 .. 12 
1905 ..| .. 15 
Total for 4 weeks, 1908 1 1 ‘ 80 14 | 307 
Corresponding period in 1906 ..] -- ee 1 oe 62 
1905 ..] -- 2 75 7 18 


lepartment of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Jan. 30, 1908. 


Nors.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infectic2 
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an obligation to slaughter horses suffering from glanders, 
and to pay one-fourth of their value as in good health. 
The Order went further than that. Ifa horse had been 
in contact with another suffering from glanders, it had 
to be subjected to the Mallein test, and if it showed 
definite symptoms of having the disease under that 
test, the Authority were again bound to slaughter, and 
to pay half the value of the animal. Then if a post- 
mortem revealed no definite evidence of glanders, the 
Authority had to pay the full value of the horse. Alto- 
gether, this Order placed upon the Committee—and 
through them upon the ratepayers—several obligations 
which might amount to a very heavy charge. Looking 
at the facts, then, that glanders was nearly always an 
imported disease from large centres of aenentinn, so far 
as this country was concerned, and that these Regula- 
tions were for the good of the nation and the public 
generally, he felt very strongly that the cost should be 
met from the National Exchequer and not out of the 
loval rates. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. R. H. Cook asked whether they had any power to 
prevent the importation of glandered horses into the 
county. That seemed to him the most important point, 
in face of these new obligations. 

The reply of the Clerk and Chairman was that any 
persons who knowingly brought in diseased animals 
were subject to a penalty. 

In the course of a brief conversation, the necessity of 
having a clear definition of what is meant by “ farcy” 
in the Order was insisted upon by Sir Joshua Rowley 
and Mr. Breeze, while Col. Bence-Lambert was under- 
stood to say that in Ireland, where so many hunters are 
bred, glanders were supposed to follow farcy. 

It was decided to ask the Chairman, in conference 
with the Clerk, to make a draft of the Regulations 
required under this Order for submission to a future 
meeting —Hast Anglian Times. 


Royal Agricultural Show at Newcastle. 


_ The Royal Agricultural Society of England has now 
issied the Prize Sheet for Live Stock, Poultry, Produce, 
Implements, etc., at the Show of the Society to be held 
at Neweastle-npon-Tyne, from Tuesday, June 30*h, to 
Siturday, July 4th next. The total value of the prizes 
offered (inclusive of Champion Prizes, Special Prizes, 
and Medals) is £10,530, of which £2,002 are contribn- 
tions from the Newcastle Local Committee, £300 from 
the Northumberland and Durham Agricultural Societies, 
£2,146 5s. from various Breed Societies, £769 from 
other sources, and £281 from the Northumberland Agri- 
cultural Society, for Local Classes. 

In the Horse Section, prizes amounting to £3,421 are 
offered for Hunters, Polo and Riding Ponies, Cleveland 
Bays or Coach Horses, Hackneys, Hackney Ponies, 
Shetland Ponies, Highland or Fell Ponies, Dales Ponies, 
Shires, Clydesdales, Suffolks, aud Draught Geldings. 
Hunters and Polo and Riding Ponies to be ridden, 

arness Horses and Ponies; Pace and Action, Fonr-in- 

and teams, Pit Ponies and Draught Horses in Gears, 
and Jumping Competitions. Of these prizes, £1,180 
ate provided by the Newcastle Local Committee, £170 
by the Northumberland and Durham Agricultural 
Societies, £202 from other sources, and £480 by the 
ollowing Breed Societies :— Hunters’ Improvemert 
Society, Polo and Riding Pony Society, Hackney Horse 
Society, Shetland Pony Stud-Book Society, Shire Horse 
eased Clydesdale Horse Society, and Snffolk Horse 
y. 
7. animal can be entered in more than one of the 
ding and Driving Classes, which will be judged on 
ifferent days during the Show ; also in the Classes for 
taught Horses in Gears, 


Prizes amounting to £199 15s. will also be given for 
useful descriptions of Poultry, including Table Fowls, 
Ducks, Geese, and Turkeys ; £31 for Butter; £71 for 
Cheeses of 1908 make ; £40 for Cider and Perry ; £60 
for Wool; and £47 15s. for Hives, Honey and Bee 
Appliances. 

Horse Shoeing Competitions, for the shoeing of 
Hunters and Cart Horses, will be open to shoeing smiths 
in the United Kingdom, with prizes amounting to £30. 


The Royal Irish Academy and Vivisection. 


We are informed that the Royal [rish Academy—- not, 
be it noted, the Royal Academy of Medicine in Ireland 
—was asked if it desired tosend a representative to give 
evidence before the Royal Commission on Vivisection. 
The President of the Academy is one of the persons 
entitled to sign applications for licenses to perform ex- 

eriments on animals. Dr.-J. M. Purser, M.D., Se.D., 
ormerly King’s Professor of Physiology, Trinity College, 
Dublin, was accordingly nominated to lay the views of 
the Council of the Academy before the Commission. At 
the same time the following resolution was passed unani- 
mously and forwarded to the Secretary of the Commis- 
sion :—“ The Council, fully recognising the vital impor- 
tance of experimental investigations carried out on liv- 
ing animals, believes it is desirable that licences to per- 
form such experiments should continue to be granted to 
qualified workers. The Council believes that the re- 
strictions at present regulating the granting of licences 
are adequate. The Council would desire to set licences 
granted by the Home Secretary on the recommendation 
of (1) the head of any of the Universities of Great 
Britain and Ireland ; (2) the head of any of the medical 
licensing Corporations ; (3) the head of any of the char- 
tered scientific societies ; (4) the head of any of the 
veterinary colleges.”— B.M../. 


Lord Lister and the7Freedom of Glasgow. 


Lord Lister, with Lord Blythswood and Mr. Cameron 
Corbett, M.P., were enrolled on Tuesday, Jan. 21st, 
honorary burgesses of the City of Glasgow. The Lord 
Provost, Sir William Bilsland, having alluded to Lord 
Lister’s connection with the city as Professor of Surgery 
at the University and Surgeon to the Royal Infirmary, 
recalled his lordship’s eminent services to mankind as 
the discoverer of antiseptic surgery. Sir Hector C. 
Cameron, Professor of Clinical Surgery in the University 
of Glasgow, one of Lord Lister’s former students and 
his lifelong friend, accepted on Lord Lister’s behalf the 
casket containing the burgess ticket, and read from him 
a letter recalling his connection with the University 
and the City, in the course of which he said : “ Having 
in due time been elected by the managers of the Royal 
Infirmary as surgeon to that Institution, I exnerienced 
uniform consideration at their hands when applying to 
the treatment of wounds the great truth which had been 
recently revealed by the illustrious Pasteur regarding 
the nature of fermentative changes in organic substances, 
That truth, though it seemed to me to shine clear as 
daylight from Pasteur’s writings, was for many years 
not generally recognised, and thus it was my privilege 
to witness in my own practice, as the application of the 
principle became gradually improved, the revelation of 
pathological truths of fundamental importance, and a 
revolution in practical surgery, and I look upon the 
years spent in your city as the happiest period in my 
life. The old infirmary is now giving place to more 
commodious buildings and, great as must necessarily be 
the expense in this undertaking, I do not doubt that 
the proverbial liberality of Glasgow will prove fully 


equal to the occasion.”—-7he Lancet, 
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Medical Service in the Territorial Force. 


A meeting of members of the medical profession was 
held at University College, Bristol, on Jan. 10, to meet 
Col. Russell, Deputy Assistant- Director-General from the 
War Office, who in an interesting address explained the 
organisation of the medical service of the Territorial 
Force. It was proposed that Bristol should furnish one 
of the three infantry field ambulances which are re- 
quired for the group of counties in which Bristol is 
situated, and also that the city should provide a general 
hospital. A motion pledging the meeting to support 
the scheme was carried unanimously, and it was further 
determined that the Faculty of Medicine of University 
College, Bristol, should be the Committee to select the 
names of physicians and surgeons to be recommended 
to the Army Council to serve on the constitution of the 
proposed general hospital.—7'he Lancet. 


The Italian High Court has decided that castration 
for remuneration isan infringement of the professional 
rights of veterinary surgeons if performed by a layman. 
Clin. Vet. 


The Veterinary Surgeons’ New Act, 


Sir,—As this Act seems to us to contain a serious 
menace to the business of horse, cattle, etc., patent 
medicine manufacturers, might we, with your permission, 
ask all those interested to form an association at once 
for protection. 

Perbaps you will allow this question to be discussed 
by the es interested firms, through your columns. 
This would enable a committee to be formed to combat 
at once what we think a most arbitrary proceeding on 
the part of the R.C.V.S. INTERESTED Firm. 
—The Live Stock Journal 


Dog Owners and the Veterinary Profession. 
To the Editor of Our Dogs. 


Sir,—I have no doubt it will be news to many of your 
readers to learn that the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons has drafted a Bill which is at this moment 
under the consideration of the Privy Council, applying 
to Parliament for additional powers for the control and 
protection of its members. With the internal adniinis- 
tration of the affairs of the College we are not concern- 
ed, but amongst the clauses of the proposed amendment 
Bill to the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1831, is one which 
is well worthy the consideration of all dog owners. 

In the Act of 1881 is aclause warning any person not 
holding the diploma of the Highland and Agricultural 
Society of Scotland or of the Roval College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons against the use of ‘ any name, title, addi- 
tion, or description stating or implying that he is a 
veterinary surgeon,” under « penalty of £20. To this it 
is proposed to add the words, “or who acts for fee or 
award as a veterinary surgeon in any branch of the 
science and art of the veterinary surgery or medicine 
shall be liable to a fine not exceeding £20.” Now this 
latter clause implies a very sweeping and drastic action. 
It is not granted in the charters of any other learned 
profession, either medical, legal, or dental. 

Should the proposed amendment become law, it will, 
in ny opinion, be a great source of annoyance, expense, 
and loss to dog owners. According to its ruling no one 
may call in a kennelman to dose a dog with any reliable 
remedy, dock a puppy’s tail, or for any minor trouble 
without rendering him liable to prosecution. It is well 
known that the usual veterinary surgeon is anything but 
an expert in treating dogs and smaller animals. Few 


have had the teaching, and less have had the practical 
experience, without which theory is of little value. 

t will not only hit dog owners hard but vendors of 
popular medicines ; and, not least, our newspapers. And 
there are not a few of us who will regard this action as 
an attempt to interfere with the egare | of the subject 
and to legislate for vest d interests at the expense of the 


community. 
A Dog BREEDER. 
OBITUARY. 
Frep Jacos Simkin, M.R.C.V.S., Barrow, Bury St. 
Edmunds. Graduated, Lond: May, 1861. 


It is with much regret that we have to record the 
death, which took place on Friday morning, 31st ult., 
of Mr. F. J. Simkin, the well-known veterinary surgeon, 
of Barrow. The deceased had, by his expert knowledge 
and genial disposition, made a large practice and in- 
numerable friends in the surrounding district, where his 
abilities were known and recognised. Not only in West 
Suffolk, but throughout the county, he was known, for 
he had for some years acted as veterinary referee for the 
Suffolk Agricultural Association, a position which he 
held until his death, although he retired from active 
practice in May last. Mr. A. Hudson, who had been his 
assistant for sume time, then took over the practice, 
and Mr. Simkin carried on the Frogs Hall Farm, which 
had been in the occupation of his father and other mem- 
bers of the family for many years. Mr. Simkin had 
been in failing health for some time, but with bis per- 
severing disposition he battled against the malady from 
which he suffered, and continued to get about untila 
few days ago, when he had become very weak from 
want of nourishment. His last real outing was a ride 
after the meet at his house of the Suffulk Foxhounds, 
a sport in which he had taken great interest. Not- 
withstanding his large practice and other claims upon 
his time, he took a lively interest in all that appertained 
to the comfort and enjoyment of his poorer neighbours, 
whom he was always ready to help in any time of difti- 
culty or distress. The deceased gentleman also took a 
deep interest in the local Friendly Societies, the Cricket 
Club, Flower Show, and anything else that was for 
the good and benefit of the village. By Mr. Simkin’s 
death it may truly be said that the poor have lost a 
kind and sympathetic friend, and the rich a kind and 
genial neighbour.—Hast Anglian Daily Times. 


ALEXANDER Botte, M.R.C.V.S., Dover. 
Lond: Dec., 1839. 


Death of Mr. James Snarry, the Well-known 
Yorkshire Breeder. 


The death occurred at Norton, Malton, of Mr. James 
Snarry, the well-known breeder and trainer, which took 
place on Tuesday, Jannary 28th, at the ripe old age of 
82 years. 

Mr. Snarry was a man who loved racing for racing* 
sake, and he always went straight. He also caine 0! @ 
good old racing stock. His father was immortalised by 
“The Druid” in his “Scott and Sebright ” as the clever 
old stud groom, who for so many years was right han 
man for the late Sir Tatton Sykes, and presided over the 
Sledmere establishment when it was known as — the 
largest breeding establishment in England.” 
Snarry ” had the care of such sires as Daniel O Rourke, 
Colsterdale, The Lawyer, Funchango, Hampton, Rit : 
man, Andover, Cervantes, and others ; and the racite 
fortunes of both father and son arose from this conne 
tion with the late Sir Tatton Sykes. 92 

When the old baronet died in 1863, at the ages of 92, 


the old stud-groom was given Polly Agnes, a mare 
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looked upon as a “cast-off,” yet destined, with her de- 
scendants, to earn almost world-wide fame. Despised 
and rejected as she was by her old owners, she proved a 
veritable mine of wealth to Snarry and his,son, just 
deceased, whose career has strikingly proved that he in- 
herited not only the “strain” of the famous mare, but 
also the training ability and shrewdness of the old stud- 
groom at Sledmere, where deceased spent his boyhood. 


Personal. 


Mr. M. B. Scouter, M.R.C.V.S., has been engaged 
by the Corporation of Glasgow, at a salary of £80 per 
half year, with travelling expenses, to inspect herds 
situated without the municipal area, the milk of which 
is sent into the city. 


Cooke—Foster.—On January 29th, at St. Margaret’s 


The “ Agnes family,” traced on the dam’s side back ws 4 S, 
to the Spot mare (foaled in 1762), from which also de- 


scended Dundee and the famous brood mare Caleavella, 
From Polly Agnes in his earlier days 


by Birdcatcher. 
came the grand mare Lily Agnes (the dam of the re- 


doubtable Ormonde), and her three famous sisters, who 
together stamped the “ Agnes family ” as one of the best 


strains of blood ever ruling on the turf. 


For a short time he went back to farming--at Eddle- 
thorpe Grange, Malton—but two years ago he finally 


retired into private life, and he died at his residence, St. 
Nicholas Street, Norton. He had been gradually sink- 
ing for about six weeks past.—-7’he Yorkshire Evening 
Post. 


Cruelty Charge at Darlington.—Conflicting 
Evidence. 

William Johnson, farmer, Lvy House, Cockerton, was 
summoned for having caused a mare to be worked in an 
unfit state. Robert Earnshaw, milk-seller, of Cockerton, 
was charged with having worked the mare. The defen- 
dants were each fined 40s., including costs. Mr. A. W. 
Smith prosecuted on behalf of the R.S.P.C.A. 

Inspector Cape said that on Friday last he saw Earn- 
shaw driving a brown mare, which was yoked to a 
milk cart. He noticed that it was in an exceed- 
ingly poor condition, and little better than a skeleton. 
It was also going on three legs, scarcely putting the off- 
hind leg on the ground. It was very thin, and in an 
emaciated condition, and it could scarcely drag itself 
along. It was also suifering from spavin of old stand- 
ing on the hock, and he certainly thought it was unfit 
for work, The defendant told him that he had only had 
the animal a week, having bought it from a person 
against whom witness had received a complaint pre- 
viously about sending a horse and cab into the country 
with Wesleyan local preachers. 

Mr. W. N. Dobbing, veterinary surgeon, said he ex- 
amined the mare, which was an aged animal, very thin, 
Worn on her fore legs, and very Jame on the off hind 
leg. He thought it was totally unfit for work. The 
animal was suffering from a permanent lameness, which 
might have been there for several months. In his 
pinion it had not been fit for use for many weeks. 

Mr. J. F. Latimer, for the defendants, said the mare 
Was coming through Hopetown subway, when it was 
startled by a train, and caught its foot, being lamed in 
consequence. 

William Johnson said that when Mr. Dobbing saw 
the animal he did not examine it at all. He paid £2 5s. 

or it a week previous. 

Mr. James Furness, veterinary surgeon, said he ex- 
ainined the mare on the Monday, and found that it was 
suffering from a recent strain on the off hind leg, which 
might have been caused through a stumble on the hock, 

ut said there was inflammation. He examined the 
‘uimal carefully, and could say he found no traces of 
‘ny Spavin of long-standing at all. 

, t. Smith suggested that an independent veterinary 
Urgeon should see the animal, and at this point the 
curt adjourned. 

j. ater in the afternoon Mr. C. J. Hill, veterinary 

; ae said he had examined the mare and found 

i ering from — of long standing on the off hind 
“ek, and the hock was also very hot. The animal was 


borough, to Frederica Florence, only child of Ambrose 
Foster, of Leicester. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette, 
Wark Orrice, WHITEHALL, Feb. 4. 
ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 


Lieut. John W. Rainey is placed on temporary half- 
pay on account of ill-health. Dated Feb. 1, 1908. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


COLIC. 

Sir, 

Mr. Mayall’s attempt to criticise Hippocrates is not very 
successful, but it is amusing. I have no doubt but if the 
ancient ‘‘ Father of Medicine ’’ were to re-visit the earth he 
would at once start revising his aphorisms after reading the 
criticisms of Mr. Mayall. 

The so-called ‘“‘bon mot’’ approved of by Mr. Mayall 
quite suits my view of the case. What does experience 
teach with reference to the subject in question? It teaches 
how very little we know about the diagnosis of gastric and 
intestinal affections, and the larger this experience the 
more careful we are in venturing an opinion or in boasting of 
our skill. 

In the next place Mr. Mayall complains that I mention 
facts that are common knowledge and almost self-evident. 
He quotes portion of a sentence, but is careful to omit the 
context. Now if he will read the context he will see why I 
have mentioned the self-evident’’ facts. It is to point 
out the fallacy of anyone being able to locate pain in the 
stomach, small intestine, or large intestine in the horse. 

In order to be “more educational and germane to the 
matter under discussion '’ I beg to inform him that the case 
of ‘‘gastric impaction ’’ in a mare died, and an autopsy was 
made. Had it been otherwise I should not have termed 
it ‘‘ gastric impaction ’’ because all the symptoms pointed to 
an intestinal lesion. Besides, not having the ‘ intelligent 
horse attendant to deal with, nor possessing the diagnostic 
skill of Mr. Mayall, I could noé discover whether this mare 
had a pain in the stomach or otherwise. 

Mr. Mayall says ‘‘ A horse exhibiting pain in a stomach 
affection generally dies.’’ Are we to infer from this state- 
ment thatin the gastric cases that recover no pain has been 
exhibited. Something more than mere assertion is neces- 
sary before dogma of this kind will be calmly accepted. 
When deaiing with intestinal affections, Mr. Mayall now 
alters his phraseology, and instead of “ one ought to be able 
to diagnose,’’ he speaks of making ‘‘a good guess.’’ There 
is & very material difference between these terms. 
“Guessing ’’ is a dangerous game, and like the ‘‘turf’’ 
and the “law’’ it is notorious for its ‘‘ glorious uncer- 
tainty.’’ When we start ‘‘ guessing’’ in medicine we soon 
practise ‘‘ pop-gun pharmacy,’’ and like the blind man with 
his stick, we hit at one time the disease and another time the 
patient. 

Iam still sceptical with reference to the death of the 
horse from ‘‘ bots,’’ and shall continue to be so until I hear 
of the post-mortem appearances and the cause of death. 


i no 
‘a very thin and emaciated condition. 


As regards the ‘‘extra-sedative school’’ mentioned by 


. Ur. Smith: It is too thin to be sent away to be made | Mr. Mayall, Iam not aware why he selects this one for 


Sausages.—Worthern Echo. 
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criticism. If he imagines that I believe in the sedative 
treatment he is greatly mistaken, and he is hitting very 
wide of the mark. 


If his veiled remarks are intended for others I would | about 80 favourable to them. 
advise him to make his statements boldly ; there is no| the welfare of their profession at heart will do me the 


necessity for metaphors, or for firing bullets under the | favour of recording their votes at once. 
detailed statement of the voting at an early date, and if 


desired submit the cards to inspection.—Your obedient 
Cork, Feb. 3. servant, 


shadow of fences.— Yours etc., 
E. Wauus Hoare. 


THE ANTHRAX PROSECUTION. 
ir, 

May I ask the favour of the publication in your paper of 
the expression of my grateful thanks to those gentlemen 
who kindly subscribed towards the cost of my defence re 


J. A. W. 
56 New Bond St., W. Feb. 5. 


VETERINARY SCIENCE AS IT IS TAUGHT. 
Sir, 
As a recent graduate desirous of further augmenting my 


ever Se knowledge of canine matters dealing with points and breeds 


deeply indebted to them for the hearty and genuine support 

received during the most anxious and critical time I ever 

experienced.—Yours faithfully, J. Norpvry. 
Heathside, Knutsford, Feb. 5. 


THE NEW BILL. 
Sir, 

There appears to be some misconception with regard to 
the Veterinary Surgeons Amendment Act, 1908. The new 
Bill has not been presented to Parliament. 

The Bill was approved at the Council meeting in October 
last, and was then sent to the Privy Council for their con- 
sideration and remarks with a view to their taking it up, 
and a Special Committee was empowered to deal with the 
matter. In the ordinary course of events the report of this 
Committee will be laid before the next Council meeting. 

The Bill as sent to the Privy Council has now been 
before the profession for more than three months, and 
those who oppose any of the clauses it contains should, in 
my opinion, lay their objections and amendments before 
the Council of the R.C.V.S., whose one object is to make 
the new Act as perfect as possible in the best interests of 
the profession.—Yours faithfully, 
Frank W. Garnett. 
Dalegarth, Windermere, Feb. 4. 


Mr. DOLLAR’S CIRCULAR. 
Sir, 

I am afraid that before some members of the profession 
can again have the matter of the proposed Registration 
Fee clearly pointed out to them (it should not be necessary) 
the recent circular of Mr. J. A. W. Dollar will have done 
some of its intended disastrous work. 

It may, however, be opportune to point out that this cir- 
cular is issued by a man returned by the members of 
the profession to represent them on their Council, a man 
who lives as close asany member to the Council Chamber, 
and who for purely private and domestic reasons has not 
attended once in twelve months. Can any reasonable 
member of our profession believe this man has the interests 
of the profession at heart? Can the members of the pro- 
fession think that other good men and loyal, men who 
endeavour with great care to study the interests of the pro- 
fession, who from very great disiances find time, in spite of 
private and domestic reasons, to attend the Council Cham- 
ber, should promulgate a Bill so disastrous to the profession 
as Mr. Dollar would have you believe. 

I can only hope the anspver (if there is any) will be to 
prove to Mr. Dollar that he has misjudged the profession. 
That to have argued his points in an oper Council would 
have been better than to issue such a circular.—Faithfully 
yours, Wo. 


ANNUAL REGISTRATION FEE. 
Sir, 

Will you allow me through your columns very cordially 
to thank the numerous members of the profession who have 
written me personally re the above and those who have 
kindly sent in post cords, whether for against the views I 


I asked a friend who advised me to procure the Kennel 


Encyclopedia. I was greatly interested in the number of 


breeds of dogs and the beautiful illustrations, and the full 


and lucid descriptions of each breed, but on perusing the 


veterinary articles on their Giseases I noticed some peculiar 
statements, also some contradictions. Some of the articles 
seem to be unduly inflated, great length being given to illus- 
trate amputations and the subject of anmwsthesia, whereas 
very few pages are devoted t> such common ailments as 
gastritis, which is dismissed in fourteen lines, many other 
diseases being treated upon similar lines. I was a little 
amused on reading the article on distemper, where the 
writer in referring to the forms of distemper says “that a 
skin affection is commonly seen in conjunction with any or 
all of the foregoing, but as far as the writer is aware the 
eruption of the skin never appears alone.’’ Further on does 
he not contradict this statement? Here he says, in mild 
attacks the skin lesion is sometimes the only symptom 
noticeable, consequently the disease is present without being 
recognised. The article on Destruction Painless is rather a 
conundrum, for the writer in one part says ‘‘ drowning’’ in 
comparison with most of the other methods of producing 
death is cruel and repulsive ; and he goes on to say it is 
‘“‘far better a sudden and heavy blow on the head which has, 
at least, the merit (if heavy enough) of at once producing 
unconsciousness. Even strangulation by hanging is to be 
preferred, although neither method is to be recommended 
as the most humane.’’ If these statements be correct I 
cannot see the utility of mentioning them. Why not give 
the best methods and leave the worst alone, but I deny that 
drowning, if properly carried out, is a painful death, judg- 
ing from the experience of those people who have suffered 
immersion, been restored from suspended animation. If 
enquiry be made of them they will say that they exper- 
ience most pleasant sensations whilst under the water, evel 
drowning is better than prussic acid poisoning, certainly 
much better than asphyxiation with coal gas. 

In describing the methods of administering cholorofurm 
the article says; ‘it should be administered slowly, 
steadily and given drop by drop, either from a properly made 
bottle or on a single fold of a handkerchief or towel held 
over the nostrils in such a way that the vapour is quickly 
inhaled in each respiration.’ Now does the author of this 
statement mean to infer that he would hold the properly 
made bottle over the nostrils, or allow the drug to drop by 
drop on to the nostrils, or the tongue, or what ? ; 

The conclusion I have come to after reading this work 18 
that the aim of the veterinary writers in endeavouring 1 
instruct the lay public on dog diseases is nullified a 9 
deal by their own statements, and much more by the action 
of the proprietors who insert quack advertisements.— 
Yours faithfully, REFORM. _ 


CoMMUNICATIONS AND Papers W. N. 
Dobbing, G. Mayall, J.S. 8. Woodrow, W. Collinso™ 
J. A. W. Dollar, T. McRow, ‘Reform.’’ 

Hull News, The Halifax Daily Guardian, Shefiield Daity 
Telegraph, Northern Echo. Feb. 1. 

Messrs. E. Wallis Hoare, Jas. Macfarlane, W. Shiplés: 
F. W. Garnett, J. A. W. Dollar, W. Little. 

Our Dogs, East Anglian Daily Times, 


The Morning 


hold? The correspondence is too heavy for personal 
replies. 


Herald (Perth, W.A.) The Down Recorder. 


In the three days that have elapsed since the issue of my 
appeal, I have received about 800 replies adverse to the Bill, 
and to the other projects mentioned on my post card, and 
I hope all those who have 


I will publish a 
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